
Compassion Class #3-Four Broken Relationships 
1. World Health Issues 

a. Diseases 
● Malaria 

○ Nearly half of the world's population is at risk of malaria. 
○ There were approximately 219 million cases of malaria in 2017 

and 435,000 deaths.  
○ Malaria remains a major killer of children under five years old, 

taking the life of a child every two minutes. 
● TB 

○ In 2017, 10 million people fell ill with tuberculosis and 1.6 million 
died from the disease.  

○ About one-quarter of the world's population has latent TB (i.e., 
infected by TB bacteria but are not (yet) ill with the disease and 
cannot transmit the disease. If the TB wakes up, you can infect 
others. Basically walking sleeper cells).  

○ People with active TB can infect 10-15 other people through close 
contact over the course of a year.  

● HIV 
○ About 1.8 million children under the age of 15 live with HIV.  
○ 36.9 million people globally were living with HIV in 2017.  
○ Globally, in 2016, adolescent girls accounted for two thirds of all 

new HIV infections among adolescents. 
○ As of 2016, roughly 16.5 million children under the age of 18 had 

lost one or both parents to AIDS.  
 

2. Who are the Poor? 
a. We usually define poverty in material terms 
b. The poor define poverty in emotional, psychological & social terms.  
c. If we try to alleviate the poor by targeting the material factor, we miss the 

emotional, psychological & social factors 
d. How we define poverty determines our solutions to alleviate poverty. 

3. There are 4 Relationships that help us define poverty 
4. When these relationships are in a good place, there is no poverty. When they are 

broken, poverty exists in all kinds of forms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 4 Relationships: 1.ORIGINAL DESIGN  
Trinity is in 
relationship & we’re 
designed for 
relationship 
too-How? 

2. THE FALL 
After the fall the 4 
relationships were 
broken- 

3. WORLD 
SYSTEMS  
(economic, 
social, 
political, 
religious) 

4. America  

1. God We bring honor to Him We no longer can 
communicate with 
God like before 

Promote 
country & 
country’s 
progress over 
God’s laws 

Deny His existence, if He 
does exist-His primary 
purpose is to fulfill our 
desires, lost our need for 
Him 

2. Self We see ourselves as 
made in God’s image 

Dignity & worth are 
replaced with shame 

Corrupt 
leaders, lust for 
money & power 

Self-centered, prideful 

3. Others Community, to love 
others as ourselves 

Lack of community, 
wars, racism, murder 

Ignore others & 
only care about 
the progress of 
your country, 
despite the cost 
to others 

People are objects, 
sexualized, bullied on 
social media 

4. Creation We are stewards on 
God’s behalf to 
preserve, protect & 
develop 

We have to till the 
ground & kill animals 
to live 

Pollution, 
destruction of 
natural 
resources 

Overworking, pressure to 
succeed, want more & 
more things 

 
a. We are poor too! Our poverty manifests differently than the materially poor 

■ We can think more of our situation as there being “helpers” & “those who 
need help.” This values & judges people based on what they have. Our 
default solution is that ppl need what we have. 

■ This is a form of pride. 
■ Revelation 3:17-19 

b. The bad mix 
■ When people with pride & superiority mix with a people of shame & 

inferiority, the way that we speak to them & treat them can confirm in 
them that they are inferior & can reinforce the shame that they already 
feel, so they can become passive.  

■ We must walk humbly with the poor-we don’t fix them, we walk 
side-by-side with them.  

■ We’re both broken & need Jesus. 
c. Poverty reconciliation is reconciling relationships (the 4 relationships: God, 

self, others, creation).  


